Department Meeting

Noon-1:15 • CM 144
September 10, 2008
Meeting called to order at 12:04.  The minutes of the August 27, 2008 meeting and the agenda for meeting were approved.
Faculty present:  Aasand (presiding), Amidon, Anders, Bassett, Blythe, Cain, Crisler, Crismore, Dehr, Fleming, Glazer, Hile, Huffman, Hume, Kalamaras, Kaufmann, Roberts, Rumsey, Stewart, Stapleton, Sun, Weller, Webb-Sunderhaus
Guests:  Rachel Cochran
Information items:

· Congratulations to faculty for their recent accomplishments:  John Minton (new CD), Mary Ann Cain (accepted book proposal and several publications), Damian Fleming (awarded a research scholarship), Sophie Glazer (presented work), Rachel Hile (article published), Worth Weller (textbook published), and Avon Crismore (presentations at two overseas conferences).
· Reminder of upcoming October 8 deadline for sabbatical applications.  Aasand has updated his website to include application forms and best practices.

·  The need for the Faculty Review Committee to convene within the next few weeks for upcoming reappointment reviews.

· The upcoming ASC reception for Rachelle Darabi, who will leave for her new position as Associate Provost for Student Development and Public Affairs at Missouri State University later this month.  Aasand invited faculty to speak with him about a possible gift or donations to the ASC’s collection.  The reception is Thursday, Sept. 18 from 2-4 pm in the Cole Commons Fireside Lounge.
· Requests for items to discuss with or mention to the Vice Chancellor during a series of meetings scheduled in the upcoming weeks.
Ongoing Business:

· Suzanne Rumsey reported that the Undergraduate Studies Committee met and discussed revision of the BA program.  Their decisions so far include changing the number of required hours from 30 to 36 and revising the core classes to include L202, W2**, L2**, and a senior seminar.  The writing course would function as a second-year writing course and allow L202 to function as a literature/analysis/introduction- to- the- major course.  She invites a linguistics faculty member to join the committee to contribute their expertise.  Faculty in each discipline will assist in the revision of the corresponding concentration.
· Committee chair updates:  Composition (will meet at month end to appoint chair), Coordinating (TBD), Faculty Review (will meet soon), Undergraduate Studies (Rumsey), Grades (Kalamaras), P&T (Kaufmann).  Avon Crismore replaced Rachelle Darabi on the P&T Committee.
· Michael Stapleton thanked faculty for their contributions to the annual assessment work of the Graduate Studies committee.  Steve Amidon mentioned that there has been a notable increase in graduation rates for graduate students.

· Steve Amidon reported that while nothing has officially changed, there was a distinct indication that the eLumen software will not be used on campus as had been announced at the previous meeting.  Faculty are advised to stay tuned.

New Business:

· Faculty were reminded of upcoming deadlines regarding the Fall & Summer 2009 course schedule.  Course recommendations are due to Rachel Cochran by September 19.  The schedule rollover will come out the week of September 22, and the first proof is due back to Registrar by October  17.
· Aasand asked the faculty to start thinking about online courses the department could teach on a regular basis—what should/should not be offered and on what schedule.  The university is exploring the issue of online courses, and he would like the department to consider the impact of the online format on English programs and whether the department could offer certifications or minors in this way.  The Coordinating Committee will head this inquiry.  Aasand will convene the committee within the next few weeks.  Advice from faculty who have experience teaching online courses is welcome.
· An ad hoc committee to revise the Enchiridion during 2008-09 was formed of Hardin Aasand, Steve Amidon, and Debrah Huffman.  Sections due for updates include (at least):  third year review, outcomes, BA program, and sabbatical policies.  It was also decided that the committee would examine the question of converting the Associate Faculty/Grad Aide Council and Professional Writing ad hoc committees into subcommittees of the Composition Committee (under advisement from the Composition Committee). 
Items from the Floor:

· Jennifer Stewart announced that she would begin work on the Spring 2009 course descriptions soon and planned to put them online within the next couple of weeks.  Rachel Cochran will take over the project if Jennifer goes on maternity leave before it is complete.  Information will be sent to faculty by email soon.
· Aasand thanked Teri Luce and Suzanne Rumsey for their work on the bulletin boards and new signage.  Additional new signs are on the way.

· The Majors Fair is on September 30th from 11:00-1:30 pm in Walb Union.  Aasand invites interested parties to join him.

· The media library in the department office has been revamped and updated.  The Visiting Writers Series and Faculty Lecture Series have been converted to DVD.  Additional DVDs have recently been added—including a number of Shakespeare plays and replacements of VHS tapes.  Michael Stapleton was offered thanks for the contribution of Chapman funds to purchase the Shakespeare DVDs.  Anyone interested in having a film purchased should talk to Aasand.
· Aasand reported that the number of majors went up from 158 to 185 (Fall 2007 to Fall 2008); English is the fourth largest department in A&S; and ignoring a drop in numbers due to the elimination of R150 and P131, enrollment is up approximately 10%.
· Rachel Cochran passed on a message from Shante’ Howard that book orders are due by October 10 and desk copy requests are due by November 10.  A memo with further information has been placed in faculty mailboxes.

Adjourned at 1:00pm

Next meeting:  Monday, October 6 at 12:00-1:15 pm in CM 144
